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Is there a commonality among the major factors that shaped the history of Italian cinema? What con-
nects Fascist propaganda, Neorealism, the Hollywood on the Tiber River built by the great leaders of 
Italian cinema of the 1950s, the Christian Democrat Giulio Andreotti, the blossoming of great auteurs 
(i.e. Fellini, Antonioni, Pasolini, Wertmuller), and the advent of Silvio Berlusconi as Italy entered the 
new millennium? Paraphrasing the philosopher Benedetto Croce: from a cinematic point of view, are 
there any Italian directors who can not call themselves populists?  
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