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1. Carl Schurz, the German-American 
 

1829 March 2, Carl Schurz born in Liblar near the commercial 
metropolis Cologne (Germany). 

1847 School maturity examination in Cologne. Begins university 
studies in the intellectual capital Bonn. Acquaintance with 
Professor Gottfried Kinkel. 

1848 Revolution in Paris, uprising in Vienna, street fights in Berlin, 
Frankfurter Nationalversammlung, Schurz takes part in the 
revolt of 1848-49 in the Palatinate and Baden as journalist and 
soldier, Congress of Democratic Associations in Cologne, 
Schurz meets with Karl Marx 

1849 Dissolution of the Frankfurter Nationalversammlung. Prussia 
throws down the republican uprising in southern Germany, 
fights in Ubstadt, Waghäusel and Rastatt. Schurz travels to the 
Palatinate and Baden, is trapped with the garrison in the fortress 
of Rastatt, escapes in the nick of time. 

Schurz emigrates. Professor Kinkel is sent to Naugard Prison 
and later to Spandau Prison. Schurz learns that other refugees 
had raised a purse to provide for Professor Kinkel´s escape. 

1850 Schurz returns to Germany illegally. After the first unsuccessful 
attempt to free Kinkel from Spandau Prison, Schurz succeeds 
the following night by bribing a guard. Kinkel is lowered under 

the starlight from a prison window. Ever since Schurz is 
acclaimed as a hero by a large majority of the German people, 
both at home and abroad. 
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Gottfried Kinkel and Carl Schurz  
 

1851 Correspondent in Paris, until he is expelled as a dangerous 
foreigner, and London, where he meets and marries 
Margarethe Meyer of Hamburg. 

1852 The Schurzes land from the packed ship City of London at 
New York. Schurz knows almost no English. 

1854 Study trips to Washington, D.C. and the West, traveling as a 
salesman for gaslight fixtures. 

1855 The Schurzes settle in Watertown, WI. 

1856 Schurz joins the Republican Party and there begins his long 
crusade against slavery and kindred obstacles to human 
freedom. He campaigns for Frémont - the first Republican 
candidate for President of the United States – among 
Wisconsin Germans. 

1857 Schurz becomes a full American citizen. Republican candidate 
for Lieutenant Governor of Wisconsin. 

1858 Milwaukee law practice, supports the Lincoln-Douglas 
campaign. 

1859 (till 1863) Member of the Board of Regents of the University 
of Wisconsin. 
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1860 Schurz helps Abraham Lincoln to victory over the Democrats, 
becoming the greatest orator of the Republican Party (“That 
Tremendous Dutchman”) and undoubtedly delivers the 
German-American vote into Lincoln´s lap. Schurz helps to 
turn thousands from their former Democratic affiliations to the 
Republican Party. Schurz is Chairman of the Wisconsin 
Delegation at the Republican national convention. 

 

 

Carl Schurz addressing rally in Cincinnati 

 

1861 Lincoln takes office. Schurz is appointed Ambassador to Spain.  
The Congress of Montgomery gives the aggrieved Southern 
States their own constitution and elects Jefferson Davis as 

Counter-President. 
Conquest of Fort Sumter by the Southern troops. Start of the 
Civil War, defeat of the Federal troops at Bull Run. 

1862 Schurz returns to the US. Lincoln appoints Schurz Brigadier 
General. Victory of Antietam. Lincoln abolishes slavery in the 
US. Battle of Fredericksburg. 

1863 Schurz becomes Major General.  

1865 Surrender of the Confederation under Lee. Assassination of 
Lincoln. Andrew Johnson his successor. Schurz quits the 
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military. Surrender of the army of Johnson. End of secession 
and Civil War. Amnesty proclamation by Johnson. Johnson 
sends Schurz on a fact-finding mission to the South. Schurz 
delivers a report, which did not follow a philosophy of 
revenge, but suggested the readmission of the Southern states 
with complete rights.  

 

 

Carl Schurz as an officer during the Civil War 

 

1866 Editor-in-Chief of the Detroit Post, practicing a journalism of 
ideas, not only of events. 

1867 Editor of the Westliche Post of St. Louis. Schurz was chosen 
Chairman of the Republican national convention that 
nominated Grant for the Presidency and delivered the keynote 
address. 

1868 Trip to Germany, meeting with Reichskanzler Bismarck. 
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1869 Senator from Missouri (till 1875). Fights corruption and for the 
readmission of the Southern states on the basis of “forgive and 
forget.” Also Schurz opposes Prohibition, even then favored 
among reformers. More than anyone else he helps to defeat 
Grant´s plan to annex Santo Domingo. He protests Chinese 
exclusion and opposes every measure directed against 
immigrants, the future American citizens. 

 

 

Washington, D.C. in 1880 

 

1877  Home Secretary under Hayes (till 1881). Civil service reform, 
fighting the so-called “spoils system.” Schurz establishes the 
“Indian police” to keep order among their own tribesmen, and 
employs “Indians” in the Civil Service to administer their own 
affairs (so-called “Indian Bureau”). Schurz turns an abandoned 
cavalry barracks in Pennsylvania into an industrial school for 
“Indian youth” (the foundation of what became the Carlisle 
Indian Industrial School). 

After 1888 Active journalistic, political and literary activity. 
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1892 President of the National Civil Service Reform League (till 
1901). 

1905 Schurz´s last public address at the Commencement exercises of 
the University of Wisconsin, on which occasion the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws (LL.D.) is conferred upon him.  

1906 May 14, Carl Schurz dies at the age of 77 in New York City.  

 

 

Carl Schurz in 1905 
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2. The idea 
 

A monument of intellectual achievement:  

“We are assembled to plant a monument, not of bronze or of stone, 

but in the form of an endowment of scholarship, in memory of a man 

whose life was one of intellectual achievement.” (Winkler, 1911: 361).  

With these words Carl Schurz´s old brother-in-arms, General Winkler, 

President of the Carl Schurz Memorial Association of Wisconsin, 

summed up in 1911 his appeal to the citizens of Wisconsin for the idea 

of the Carl Schurz Visiting Professorship.   

“Carl Schurz exerted an influence over the American people which 

was not derived from public office. He wielded it by means of his voice 

and his pen and the commanding moral personality which stood back 

of these,” he continued (Winkler, 1911: 363).   

Carl Schurz instilled the principle which found expression in a speech 

in Milwaukee fifty-three years earlier, “that in order to preserve the 

liberties of this country and carry out the great ideas of the fathers, it is 

indispensably necessary to raise the standard of political morals. A sad 

day, indeed, will it be for our country when ideals like those of Carl 

Schurz shall be shut out from our politics!” (Winkler, 1911: 363).  

A Wisconsin, citizens-based initiative:  

It was in Wisconsin that the work of Carl Schurz´s life began. He and 

his wife made their early home in Wisconsin. At the beginning and 

end of his career Schurz had entered into close relations with the 

University of Wisconsin. In the years from 1895-63 he had been a 

member of the University's Board of Regents. In 1905 the University 

had awarded him the doctorate “honoris causa,” and Schurz had given 

his last major public speech there, barely a year before his death. 
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In addition, “large proportions of the population of Wisconsin were 

akin to him in their land of birth and akin also in devotion to American 

citizenship.” (Winkler, 1911: 364-365). So, “the movement of this 

foundation did not arise among the alumni. It originated among the 

citizens of the state, the great majority of whom had no direct 

connection with the university. It arose from the patriotic impulse of a 

class of people who are connected with two great nations – Germany, 

the land of their fathers, and America, the land of their adoption, now 

their own land.” (Van Hise, 1911a: 359). 

The funds were raised through the voluntary contributions of 

individual citizens of Wisconsin (see Annex Ⅰ. p. 45). The work was 

conducted through divisions of the Association and through various 

German organizations (like the Madison Turnverein or the Milwaukee 

Hermannssöhne Männerchor) in Wisconsin, especially in Milwaukee, 

Madison, La Crosse, Sheboygan, Appleton, Watertown, Baraboo, 

Wausau and Sauk City.  

So eventually, “the professorship is the result of a great popular 

movement in the community of the State of Wisconsin, in which the 

German element is of outstanding influence. With contributions from 

all cities and parts of the state, the capital stock was brought together, 

and thus the foundation represents the self-developed desire of the 

people of Wisconsin, and thus of the West of the United States, to 

remain in close spiritual contact with Germany.” (Reinsch, 2012; 

original in German: “Die Professur ist das Ergebnis einer großen 

Volksbewegung in dem Gemeinwesen des Staates Wisconsin, in 

welchem das deutsche Element von hervorragendem Einfluss ist. 

Durch Beiträge von allen Städten und Teilen des Staates wurde das 

Grundkapital zusammengebracht, und so stellt die Stiftung den aus sich 

selbst entwickelten Wunsch der Bevölkerung Wisconsins und somit 

des Westens der Vereinigten Staaten dar, mit Deutschland in geistiger 

Beziehung in enger Fühlung zu bleiben.”) 
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A Carl Schurz Memorial Professorship:  

And it became more than just a travel scholarship. “I had a Carl Schurz 

travel scholarship in mind similar to the one at Columbia University. 

At the meeting held for this purpose, however, at the request of 

Professor Hohlfeld, the plan was expanded to include a Carl Schurz 

Memorial Professorship for German scholars who would come to 

Madison each year for one semester as members of the university 

faculty, thus giving our students the opportunity to drink directly from 

the well of German science.” (Voss, 1910; original: “Mir schwebte ein 

Carl Schurz-Reisestipendium vor ähnlich demjenigen an der 

Columbia-Universität. Bei der zu diesem Zwecke veranstalteten 

Versammlung wurde aber auf Antrag von Herrn Professor Hohlfeld der 

Plan erweitert zu einer Carl Schurz- Gedächtnisprofessur für deutsche 

Gelehrte, die alljährlich auf ein Semester nach Madison kommen 

sollten als Mitglieder des Lehrkörpers der Universität, um so unseren 

Studenten Gelegenheit zu geben, direkt aus dem Brunnen deutscher 

Wissenschaft zu trinken.”) 

Multidisciplinary:  

Moreover, there was the explicit wish to have representatives of the 

technical sciences as well (Reinsch, 1912). Eventually, it would lend to 

the Carl Schurz Visiting Professorship a character peculiarly its own, 

one that would distinguish it from other existing professorships. 

At a state university: 

“In the matter of foreign relationships it places Wisconsin second only 

to the two old and heavily endowed eastern institutions, Columbia and 

Harvard, which maintain German exchange professorships, and in the 

vanguard of the state universities, none of which have European 

affiliations of similar character.” (Goodnight, 1913: 346) 
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Serving American-German cultural dialogue:  

“These men will return to Germany not only impressed with our 

growth in numbers, our magnificent buildings, our splendid 

equipment, our great plans for the future, the enthusiasm of our young 

men and women students, but they will be convinced and ready to 

spread the conviction that the founders of this memorial professorship 

thoroughly believe in those ideals for which Carl Schurz lived and for 

which he was ready to die in the great struggles for liberty both in his 

old and in his new fatherland. They will tell the Germans that the 

people of Wisconsin believe in the philosophy of life of the great 

German-American, Carl Schurz, and that we consider his ideas beacon 

lights for the youth of this state.” (Voss, 1910: 147-148). 

All in all, the Carl Schurz Visiting Professorship is an intellectual 

monument that enables prestigious professors from Germany to enrich 

the curriculum of the University of Wisconsin and at the same time 

“to bind into a firmer knot the bonds of friendship and good-will, of 

mutual respect and of recognition of a close relation, between the land 

of the Danube and the Rhine and the broad fields of our American 

Republic.” (Winkler, 1911: 365).  

It differs significantly from earlier similar undertakings in that is was 

established in the Midwest and had its origins in a broad and democratic 

movement among the citizens of Wisconsin.  
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Billboard flyer by Winkler: “To Men and Women of the University of Wisconsin” 
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3. The history 
 

The Carl Schurz Memorial Association of Wisconsin was formally 

founded in the spring of 1907. It was organized by citizens of 

Wisconsin for the purpose of erecting a monument of lasting 

intellectual significance: the Carl Schurz Memorial Professorship. 

Carl Schurz´s old brother-in-arms, General Winkler in Milwaukee, 

was elected president. The other officers of the Association were: Hon. 

Emil Baensch of Manitowoc, Vice-President; Mr. Fred Vogel, Jr. of 

Milwaukee, Treasurer; Hon. Erich C. Stern of Milwaukee, Secretary. 

In the spring of 1907 the Carl Schurz Memorial Association of 

Wisconsin, through its President, General F. C. Winkler in 

Milwaukee, appealed to the citizens of the state. The original intention 

was to raise a capital of $60,000.  

Unfortunately, shortly thereafter a severe economic depression set in, 

and the success of the venture seemed almost completely in doubt for 

some time.  

Nevertheless, the Executive Committee decided to make a capital 

stock of $30,000 available to the University of Wisconsin as a partial 

payment so that the plan could come to life without delay. 

“Measures for beginning an active campaign were now taken and many 

friends of the cause lent a helping hand. Most successful among those 

actually conducting the canvass was Mr. Bruno Fink, who with 

General Winkler and the secretary, Mr. Erich C. Stern, was 

indefatigable in his labors for the enterprise. To these three gentlemen 

and to Professors Hohlfeld and Voss belongs the chief credit of having 

carried the undertaking through to the successful inauguration of the 

professorship last fall.” (Goodnight, 1913: 347) 
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These passionate calls in newspapers such as “German-Americans - 

here is an opportunity to set you a monument for all time” (Voss, 1910; 

original: “Deutsch-Amerikaner – hier ist eine Gelegenheit euch ein 

Denkmal zu setzen für alle Zeiten”), amongst others, culminated in a 

German Week at the University of Wisconsin. This week was crowned 

eventually in the afternoon of March 31, 1911, with a dignified 

ceremony at Lathrop Hall and in the evening an atmospheric banquet 

at the University club. 

 

 

Carl Schurz Memorial Association of Wisconsin Subscription 

 

Telegrams and letters of congratulations were received from many 

quarters. The German Ambassador, Graf von Bernstorff, sent the 

following telegram: “I sincerely regret that I am not able to be with 

you today […]. Although absent, I wish, however, to express to you 

my high appreciation of the Carl Schurz foundation and the university 

celebration in honor of it.”  

There is also a letter from the son of Carl Schurz, who wrote on behalf 

of the Schurz family: “In choosing the manner of perpetuating my 
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father´s memory, you could not have found a way more fully in accord 

with his own ideas and wishes than by establishing a chair to be filled 

from time to time by professors from the universities of the old 

Fatherland. For, with all his activities in various fields, there was always 

uppermost the encouragement of educational progress, particularly 

when this could be combined with the spreading and keeping alive of 

German ideals.” 

A few days later, on April 4, 1911, the President of the University of 

Wisconsin, Van Hise, announced the composition of the University 

Faculty Carl Schurz Memorial Professorship Committee. Professor 

Hohlfeld became its designated Chairman (Van Hise, 1911b).  

Its mission was clearly defined: “When Carl Schurz, who had been a 

Regent of the University from 1859 to 1863, died in 1906, the 

Department of German proposed in honor of this memory the 

endowment of a memorial professorship by the citizens of the state, 

according to the terms of which professors from German universities, 

without restriction as to the field they represented, should be invited as 

guest professors as often as the income from the available funds would 

permit. The plan was conceived as a symbolic realization of Schurz´s 

own ideal of making more fruitful the interrelations between German 

and American culture.” (Hohlfeld, 1949: 5). 

Hohlfeld would serve until September 1943 – over 30 years – in this 

capacity. He immediately started the time-consuming work so that on 

October 1, 1912, the first Carl Schurz Visiting Professor would be 

inaugurated during a reception and smoker at the University of 

Wisconsin.  
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4. The First Carl Schurz Memorial Professor – 

Professor Eugen Kühnemann 
 

From the beginning the wish was expressed that the first appointment 

for the winter semester of 1912-13 would be an authority in the field 

of the history of Germany or German literature. Eventually, the 

distinguished German philosopher and literary historian, Professor 

Eugen Kühnemann, of the University of Breslau became the very first 

Carl Schurz Visiting Professor at the University of Wisconsin. He had 

devoted his work to the cause of German culture in America, accepted 

the invitation extended to him and on October 1st he was formally 

inaugurated.  

 

The inauguration of Professor Eugen Kühnemann 
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In his welcome address President Van Hise underlined that “we are 

assembled here today for the purpose of welcoming the first incumbent 

of this important professorship of international character, whose 

underlying idea is that of the creation of a new bond of intellectual and 

cultural relations between German, the Fatherland of Carl Schurz, and 

America, the land of his adoption. America has owed much to German 

influence and its German-American population, ever since the first 

German colony was established in Germantown, Pennsylvania, more 

than two hundred years ago. In recent years, especially the American 

universities have profited greatly by the precept and example of the 

German universities. May the newly established Carl Schurz 

Professorship become another link in the chain that binds together ever 

more closely the nations of the earth in their common effort to the 

advancement of the race.” (Van Hise, 1912: 7). 
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Invitation to the 1912 reception and smoker 

 

On this occasion Professor Kühnemann delivered the address in 

German (for the original German version, see Annex ⅠⅠ, p. 50), which 

at the same time served as the introductory lecture to his public course 

on the Modern German Drama. 

“He conducted a course on Goethe's Faust which enrolled sixty 

students, and a Schiller proseminar which brought the advanced 

students of German in direct contact with a most inspiring teacher. The 

university authorities opened his afternoon lectures on Contemporary 

German Drama to the public, and they were well attended throughout. 

A series of five evening lectures in English on prominent figures in the 

world´s great literature drew crowded auditoriums and elicited splendid 

enthusiasm. A number of dramatic readings in German attracted 

interested audiences from both city and university. Finally, Professor 

Kiihnemann, whose energy and zeal seemed to know no bounds, 

delivered seven lectures in Milwaukee – among them the memorial 

address on the occasion of the observance of the anniversary of the 

birth of Schiller – lectured at: La Crosse and Sheboygan, twice in 

Chicago, and during the Christmas holidays made an extended tour in 
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the course of which he spoke four times in New York, made a visit to 

Boston and Cambridge, addressed the Modern Language Association 

at Indianapolis, and lectured twice in St. Louis.” (Goodnight, 1913: 

348) 
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5. Inaugural speech by the first Carl Schurz 

Professor Kühnemann 
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6. Carl Schurz Visiting Professors  

1912 – 2020 
 

Since that first appointment the University Faculty Carl Schurz 

Memorial Professorship Committee has invited written nominations or 

suggestions for the appointment of a Carl Schurz Visiting Professor. 

From time to time the Committee searched for specific disciplines, after 

which lists of names of potential candidates were drawn up and 

information obtained.  

So far (2020), there have been 38 appointments. Two Carl Schurz 

Visiting Professors were appointed before 1915, nine from 1922 until 

1939, and 26 between 1946 and 2020. 

Among the Carl Schurz Visiting Professors are very different 

personalities, who have not only been outstanding and internationally 

recognized authorities in their field, but whose reputation and 

knowledge has transcended the bounds of their respective disciplines.  

The group of honorees consists of later Nobel Prize winners (Jensen), 

leading economists and financial policy advisors to many governments 

of the Weimar Republic (Bonn), numerous holders of the Order of 

Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany (Freundenberg, von Wiese, 

von Dietze, Krelle, Mayer, Gerhard), members of the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences (Sommerfeld, Huisgen, Gleiter), 

members  of the European Academy of Arts and Sciences (Gleiter) and 

members of the Swedish Academy of Sciences (Freundenberg), 

winners of the Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize of the German 

Research Foundation (Perler), but also namesakes of asteroids 

(Sommerfeld) and awards for young scientists of the Friedrich Ebert 

Foundation (von Fritz), directors of the German Historical Institute in 

Washington, D.C. (Mauch), active Marxists (Mayer), GDR refugees 

(Mayer), former members of the NSDAP (or Nazi Party, Höllerer, 
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Jensen and Bosl), soldiers in WWII (Höllerer), and colleagues who 

publicly refused to take the oath of service to Hitler in 1934 (von Fritz), 

and were persecuted by the Nazi regime and sought protection in the 

USA (Carathéodory, von Dietze, von Fritz and Ranke). 

 

ID First name Last name Year of 

nomination 
Year of 
birth & 
death 

Discipline University 

1 Eugen Kühnemann 1912/13 1868 - 

1946 

German 

Literarature 

Breslau 

2 Moritz Bonn 1915/16 1873 - 

1965 

Economics München 

3 Arnold Sommerfeld 1922/23 1868 - 

1951 

Theoretical 

physics 

München 

4 Oskar Hagen 1924/25 1888 - 

1957 

Art History  Göttingen 

5 Hans Driesch 1926/27 1867 - 
1941 

Philosophy Leipzig 

6 Hans Naumann 1928/29 1886 - 

1951 

German 

Philology 

Bonn 

7 Carl Freudenberg 1930/31 1886 - 
1983 

Chemistry Heidelberg 

8 Hermann Ranke 1932/33 1878 - 

1953 

Egytology Heidelberg 

9 Leopold von Wiese 1934/35 1876 - 

1969 

Sociology Köln 

10 Constantin Carathéodory 1936/37 1873 - 

1950 

Mathematics München 

11 Wilhelm Credner 1938/39 1892 - 

1948 

Geography München 

12 Alexander von 
Schelting 

1946/47 1894 - 
1963 

Sociology Heidelberg 

13 Constantin von Dietze 1951/52 1891 - 

1973 

Agricultural 

Economics 

Freiburg 

14 J.H.D. Jensen 1951/52 1907 - 
1973 

Physics Heidelberg 

15 Carl Troll 1952/53 1899 - 

1975 

Geography Bonn 

16 Fritz Ernst 1954/55 1905 - 

1963 

History Heidelberg 

17 Herwig Hamperl 1956/57 1899 - 

1976 

Pathology Bonn 
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18 Rolf Huisgen 1958/59 1920 - 

2020 

Chemistry München 

19 Walter Höllerer 1959/60 1922 - 

2003 

Literature 

and German 

Berlin 

20 Helmut Wielandt 1963/64 1910 - 
2001 

Mathematics Tübingen  

21 Karl 

Albert 

Kurt  

von Fritz 1965/66 1900 - 

1985 

Classics München 

22 Heinrich Husmann 1967/68 1908 - 

1983 

Music Göttingen 

23 Wilhelm Krelle 1969/70 1916 - 

2004 

Economics Bonn 

24 Hans Mayer 1971/72 1907 - 
2001 

German 
Literature 

Hannover 

25 Karl Bosl 1976/77 1908 - 

1993 

History München 

26 Herbert Gleiter 1980/81 1938 -  Metallurgical 
& Mineral 

Engineering 

Saarbrücken 

27 Helmut Martin 1984/85 1940 - 

1999 

Chinese Bochum 

28 Alois Wolf 1988/89 1929 - Medieval 
History 

Freiburg 

29 Dieter Schlenstedt 1992/93 1932 - 

2012 

German 

Literature 

Berlin 

30 Silvia Schlenstedt 1992/93 1931 - 
2011 

German 
Literature 

Berlin 

31 Karlheinz Stierle 1997/98 1936 - French Konstanz 

32 Ute Gerhard 2001/02 1939 - Sociology / 

Women´s 

Studies 

Frankfurt/ 

Main 

33 Dominik Perler 2010/11 1965 - Philosophy Berlin 

34 Karl Reichl 2010/11 1943 - Medieval 

English 

Literature 

Bonn 

35 Peter Wölfle 2011/12 1942 - Engineering Karlsruhe 

36 Carol  Pfaff 2012/13   Germanic 

Linguistics 

Berlin 

37 Christof Mauch 2019/20 1960 - History München 

38 Michael  Kaeding 2019/2020 1977 - Political 

Science 

Duisburg-

Essen 
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In total, 38 Carl Schurz Visiting Professors have been appointed to the 

University of Wisconsin since 1912, “as often as the income from the 

available funds would permit" (Hohlfeld, 1949: 5).  

During each decade, an average of three Carl Schurz Visiting Professors 

could thus be financed for one semester each. A relatively large number 

of Visiting Professorships (7) were offered in the 1950s – immediately 

after the Second World War. On a few occasions the income from the 

available funds permitted two German professors at the same time 

(1951/52, 1992/93, 2010/11 and 2019/20). 

“Aside from first rate standing as a recognized authority in his field, the 

Schurz Professor should be a man [sic!] of attractive personal 

qualifications and sufficiently at home in English to lecture in this 

language with relative ease.” (Carl Schurz Professorship Committee, 

1937). As a matter of fact, out of the 38 Carl Schurz Visiting Professors 

only three were women.  

The records show also that the Committee has had difficulties in getting 

the men they had invited to come. For one reason or another, Günther 

Müller, who had already accepted the appointment for 1948/49, and 

Wilhelm Treue, who had accepted for 1953/54, were unable to come. 

Often, also in the case of Erwin Baur, it was visa related issues that led 

to cancellations on short notice. Furthermore, Issai Schur withdrew his 

application for leave from the German Science Minister and passed up 

the offer of a visiting professorship at the University of Wisconsin–

Madison in 1933/34 because he no longer felt he could cope with the 

requirements that would have come with a new beginning in an 

English-speaking environment. 

Carl Schurz Visiting Professors decided at very different times in their 

own professional careers to accept the call to the University of 

Wisconsin. In total, six only took up the Visiting Professorship during 

their retirement, but also three Visiting Professors in their (early) 

thirties – at the beginning of their academic careers. The youngest Carl 
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Schurz Visiting Professor (Hagen) was actually only 34 years old when 

he came to Madison, but the oldest was already 69 years old (Wölfle).  

Oskar Hagen is certainly an exception in several respects. Not only was 

he comparatively young, but in the year following his Visiting 

Professorship he accepted an appointment from the University of 

Wisconsin and established its Department of Art History – serving as 

its chairman for 22 years.  

All in all, the three age groups 40-49, 50-59 and 60-69 were similarly 

well represented, each with a 31% share. So far only three professors 

were born after World War II (60% or 22 of the Carl Schurz Visiting 

Professors saw the light of day before World War I). 

The Carl Schurz Visiting Professors have always been professors from 

German universities. Most of them came from four German states 

(Bundesländer): 10 of 38 from Baden-Württemberg (here mainly from 

the University of Heidelberg), 8 from North Rhine-Westphalia (here 

mainly from the University of Bonn), 8 from Bavaria (here exclusively 

from Munich) and 5 from Berlin.  

Right from the start they represented a broad spectrum of many, very 

different scientific disciplines. From the very beginning the Members 

of the Carl Schurz Selection Committee thus took up the desire to 

appoint Visiting Professors “without restrictions as to the field they 

represented” (Hohlfeld, 1949: 5).  
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Home universities of Carl-Schurz-Professors  

(size of circles reflect number of professors) 

Of course, the fields of “German Literature” and “History” have been 

frequently represented. But also many technical disciplines were 

appointed at least twice among the 38 nominations, for example 

Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics or Engineering, as well as Economics, 

Philosophy, Sociology or Agriculture. Appointments in the fields of 

French literature, Egyptology, Pathology, Music and Chinese may be 

somewhat surprising. It is certainly striking that only with the most 

recent appointment (Kaeding), the first representative of a discipline 

that was very important for Carl Schurz was appointed to Madison: 

Political Science and Public Administration.  

All in all, records show that Carl Schurz Visiting Professors have 

enhanced not only the program of a single department but of the entire 

University of Wisconsin community.  
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Noteworthy is that some Carl Schurz Visiting Professors were early 

victims of the National Socialist policy of Gleichschaltung and the 

Gesetz zur Wiederherstellung des Berufsbeamtentums. In April 1933, 

for example, Moritz J. Bonn resigned from his position as Rector of 

the Berlin School of Economics and went into exile. His dismissal made 

headlines in the British and American press, similar to what had 

happened to Albert Einstein (Clavin, 2003). 

Many other Carl Schurz Visiting Professors were banned from their 

professions (Driesch, Ranke, von Dietze, Mayer) or forced into 

emeritus status by the National Socialist Students Union, so that they 

were no longer allowed to lecture (Kühnemann). 

Due to the turmoil of the First and Second World Wars, therefore, 

some Carl Schurz Visiting Professors combined their stay in Madison 

with other guest professorships in the USA.  To exercise his Carl 

Schurz Visiting Professorship in the USA, Moritz J. Bonn – together 

with his wife – boarded the passenger ship George Washington on July 

26, 1914. During the crossing, the First World War began with the 

Austrian declaration of war on Serbia on July 28, 1914. One day after 

arriving in New York on August 3, 1914, Germany and England were 

in a state of war. In this precarious situation for the German-English 

couple, Bonn completed a series of guest professorships: University of 

California (winter semester 1914/15), University of Wisconsin 

(summer semester 1915), Cornell University (winter semester 

1915/16) (Bonn, 1953). 

Realizing “Schurz´s own ideal of making more fruitful the 

interrelations between German and American culture” (Hohlfeld, 

1949: 5) was lived by all Carl Schurz Visiting Professors. The first Carl 

Schurz Visiting Professor Kühnemann, however, deserves special 

mention here. Especially his travels during the First World War served 

to influence the American public in favor of the Germans. During this 

time Kühnemann visited 137 cities in 36 of the United States and held 

121 speeches in English and 275 in German. 
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7. Recommended reading and further 

information  
 

Chisholm, H. (1911) (ed.) Schurz, Carl, Encyclopædia Britannica (11th 

ed.), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Donner, B. (1936) Carl Schurz as Office Seeker, Wisconsin Magazine 

of History, 20(2): 127–142. 

Donner, B. (1937) Carl Schurz the Diplomat, Wisconsin Magazine of 

History, 20(3): 291–309. 

Draeger, M. and O. Draeger (2006) Die Carl Schurz Story. Vom 

deutschen Revolutionär zum amerikanischen Patrioten, 

Berlin: Verlag für Berlin-Brandenburg. 

Fish, C. R. (1929) Carl Schurz - The American, Wisconsin Magazine 

of History, 12(4): 346–368. 

Schafer, J. (1928) Carl Schurz, Immigrant Statesman, Wisconsin 

Magazine of History, 11(4): 373–394. 

Schurz, C. (1928) Intimate Letters of Carl Schurz 1841-1869, Madison: 

State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 

Schurz, C. (1988) Lebenserinnerungen: vom deutschen 

Freiheitskämpfer zum amerikanischen Staatsmann, Zürich: 

Manesse Verlag.  

Trefousse, H. (1982) Carl Schurz. A Biography. The University of 

Tennessee Press. 

United States Congress “Carl Schurz (id: S000151),” Biographical 

Directory of the United States Congress. 
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Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison is an interdisciplinary unit in the College of Letters 

and Science at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. It is dedicated to 

researching, preserving, and sharing the stories of German-speaking 

immigrants and their descendants in the larger context of global 

migration past and present. Here one also finds the personal library of 

Carl Schurz. More information here: https://mki.wisc.edu/  
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ⅠⅠ. Inaugural speech by the first Carl Schurz Professor Kühnemann  

(the original in German) 
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